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EPISERVER FORMS:
ADDING DATASOURCE
FOR HIDDEN FIELD
WITH PROFILE STORE
DATA
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Some times, it can be handy to track additional data about the visitor along with a form
submission. If you have Profile Store, stuff like DeviceId, sessionId and maybe even the
ProfileId can definitely come in handy later when you are later processing the form
submissions. Here is a code sample on how to do that.

Luckily, Episerver Forms are really easy to extend. And in the case of adding hidden fields with visitor
data, we won't even have to create a new form element. It already exist, aptly named "Hidden Visitor
Profiling". This is an element type that basically let's you take some data and add it as a hidden form
submission field. The data comes from a collection of IVisitorDataSources, so to add more data, all we
have to do is to add a new DataSource (+ the appropiate language translation texts).

The Episerver profile store is a powerful tool - and a typical customization you need to do is to ensure that
a Form actor tracks the form postings in the profile store. However - what if something goes wrong in the
tracking process and this ends up meaning a lost lead? We can't have that - so as a safety precaution it
can be a good idea to track key fields like the DeviceId from profile store (coming from the "_madid"
cookie, or maybe even the ProfileId - although you should be aware that it can change if the profile gets
'merged' (or mutilated, nuff said).

The code below does just that - but be aware that in order to get the ProfileId, it uses a coming
ProfileStoreSDK which isn't publicly available yet - so for now, you might want to comment out the code
refering to ProfileId.
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1 <?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" ?>

2 <languages>

3   <language name="English" id="en">

4     <episerver>

5       <forms>

6         <visitordatasources>

7           <Alloy.Business.Forms.TrackedVisitorDataSource>

8             <displayname>Tracked Visitor Data Source</displayname>

9           </Alloy.Business.Forms.TrackedVisitorDataSource>

10         </visitordatasources>

11       </forms>

12     </episerver>

13   </language>

14 </languages>

1 using CodeArt.Episerver.ProfileStoreSDK;

2 using EPiServer.Forms.Core.VisitorData;

3 using EPiServer.Forms.Implementation.VisitorData;

4 using EPiServer.Logging;

5 using EPiServer.ServiceLocation;

6 using System;

7 using System.Collections.Generic;

8 using System.Linq;

9 using System.Web;

10

11 namespace Alloy.Business.Forms

12 {

13     [ServiceConfiguration(ServiceType =typeof(IVisitorDataSource))]

14     public class TrackedVisitorDataSource : VisitorDataSourceBase

15     {

16         private static readonly ILogger Logger = LogManager.GetLogger();

17

18         public override void SetData(ref object visitorData, string property)

19         {

20             var ctx = HttpContext.Current;

21             if (ctx != null)

22             {

23                 var madcookie = ctx.Request.Cookies["_madid"];

24                 if (property == "DeviceId" && madcookie!=null)

25                 {

26                     visitorData = madcookie.Value;

27                     return;

28                 }

29                 var sesscookie = ctx.Request.Cookies["EPiSessionId"];

30                 if (property == "EPiSessionId" && sesscookie != null)

31                 {

32                     visitorData = sesscookie.Value;

33                     return;

34                 }

35                 if (madcookie != null && property == "ProfileId")

36                 {

37                     try

38                     {

39                         var client = ProfileStoreClient.GetFromConfig();

40                         var profile = client.GetProfileByDeviceId<Dictionary<string, object>>(madcookie.Value);

41                         if (profile != null) visitorData = profile.ProfileId;

42                     } catch (Exception exc)
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43                     {

44                         Logger.Error($"Unable to get profile Id for Device ID {madcookie.Value}", exc);

45                     }

46                 }

47             }

48         }

49

50         public override bool ClientSideMode => false;

51

52         public override string DataSourceName => "Tracked Visitor Data";

53

54         

55

56         public override IEnumerable<KeyValuePair<string, string>> GetProperties()

57         {

58             var fullname = this.GetType().FullName;

59             List<KeyValuePair<string, string>> rt = new List<KeyValuePair<string, string>>();

60             rt.Add(new KeyValuePair<string, string>("DeviceId", "DeviceId"));

61             rt.Add(new KeyValuePair<string, string>("EPiSessionId", "SessionId"));

62             rt.Add(new KeyValuePair<string, string>("ProfileId", "ProfileId"));

63             return rt;

64         }

65     }

66 }
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